
Mount Blair Community Council 

Minutes 

7pm Tuesday 27th November 2018 

Blackwater Hall 

Present: Chairperson - Colin Murdoch (CM) 

         Secretary/Treasurer - Alison Petrie (AP) 

    Bernard Noonan (BN) 

    John Manning(JM) 

    Sandy Lyndsey (SL) 

     Donald Cameron (DC) 

Apologies : Counsellor Caroline Shiers 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

CM opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to Blackwater Hall. 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of previous meeting were proposed by SL and seconded by JM 

3. Matters Arising 

No matters were raised. 

4. Chairpersons Report 

CM and AP to hear about plans for the Recreation Centre in Blairgowrie. The new building will 

effectively replace the existing one but with a larger swimming pool and gym. The proposed 

new swimming pool, although bigger, will only have 5 lanes, so does not meet the minimum 

requirements for swimming competitions. This would mean the local swimming club would still 

need to travel to Arbroath to compete. It was also noted that there were no plans to include a 

squash court. 

 

A project management team is due to be in place by the end of this year and the build is due to 



take 12-18 months. 

BB advised that the initial budget of £17.7 million had been cutback to £14.7 million due to 

other priorities such as Tay Road Link, and Perth High School. Council is doing it's best to budget 

for a 6th lane in the swimming pool which will in turn lead to a larger fitness studio. 

Ballintuim Caravan Park Trees: CM read out letters from the Conservator for Perth & Argyll 

Conservancy.  A warning letter has been sent to Mr & Mrs Clark at the Caravan Park at 

Ballintuim, and an advisory letter to the Forestry Agents who managed the felling. 

The owners have been encouraged to replant on the felled upper part of the site this winter 

(2018-9), however this has been ignored. They have to replant by the end of April 2020. 

MOP asked why it appeared Forestry Commission were passing on the blame when they had 

failed to carry out a site visit.  

AP replied that they have accepted a good amount of responsibility and have agreed lessons 

will be learned from the experience. In March/April 2019 the 2 parts of the forestry commission 

will come under the umbrella Forestry Commission Scotland. There will be scope to cope with 

this situation under the new felling regulations.  

MOP voiced concern re planting of trees on the slopes where trees were felled. Council has 

made a diary note to check on progress of planting. 

MOP voiced concern over being watched burning rubbish. AP advised that a license from SEPA 

was required for business premises to burn wood. 

DC asked how many trees had been felled and was advised that 90 mature beech had been 

felled. 

5. Secretary / Treasurer Report 

A new email address is required as the generic account had problems with hacking. TBA and 

circulated. 

Drumderg Micro fund  £2346.12 

Current    £ 539.00 

Spend: £80 to MBCDT for painting the milestones on A94 

£300 to Kirkmichael Beaver group for children to attend local pantomime Beauty and 

the Beast 



 £209.60 to Kirkmichael Cub group for children to visit the enchanted forest. 

 £253 to Kirkmichael Village Hall for painting/decorating. 

Sadly Ricky Wilson’s Christmas Concert at Netherton Church had to be cancelled due to 

proposed road closures at the bridge. 

Roads: 

AP attended a meeting with Willie Mahoney, Brian Milner, Sgt Nicola Forrester, and Gordon 

Thomson to discuss gritting over the winter. Gritting will start late at night with the town being 

treated first, local roads will be gritted by early morning. Gritting has started already. 

No complaints were raised regarding the recent road repairs. 

7. Community Police Officer. 

Police were informed of the meeting and were keen to attend but are very short staffed. We 

will forward minutes. 

8. Broadband 

AP has heard nothing new on the issue. One local has shown interest in using the mast to mast 

system and is pursuing this independently. AP asked the room how broadband was in their 

areas and advised anyone with concerns to contact her. AP advised that as 4g coverage in the 

glen is so good, this has perhaps led to fewer complaints of late. It was advised that broadband 

in Kirkmichael was excellent, and 4g coverage generally good apart from a blank spot at the 

shop. 

9. Planning 

AP asked if anyone had any planning applications to discuss. 

MOP advised that a proposal has been lodged for a mast in Kirkmichael. BB advised that it has 

not gone to planning at this stage and the site is at the back of the phone exchange. The mast 

proposed is of a height less than 30m. MOP from Sillerburn voiced concerns over masts being 

erected, then bolt -ons added which then leads to larger masts having to be built to 

accommodate this. The community has been advised this is for smart meters but most homes 

in the area have smart meters through their broadband already. 

MOP voiced concern that the council had no responsibility to check the legality of proposals, 

this was down to the land owner. BB confirmed that it was not the remit of the council planning 

deptartment to check. 



A previous case in Kirkmichael was discussed where it appears a boundary issue was the 

problem. BN commented that when council put a sign on his property, he demanded it be 

removed before he did it himself. 

MOP advised that smart meters are not necessarily compatible with other companies, making it 

difficult to change provider. AP asked who in the hall had a smart meter and only 3 people 

advised they had. DC advised that everyone should be aware that if you have a smart meter 

then the power company can switch off your supply. 

DC advised that soon all deals currently in place regarding existing masts will be null and void, 

and will then use current agricultural land values. Scottish Government have allowed 

telecommunications companies to compulsory purchase land if it is in the public interest 

BB asked if council still received planning applications, as in other areas this information has 

been going to the wrong person. He advised that information regarding this mast will be on 

this. As there are no properties within 20m then no letters will go out.. 

10. Micro Grants 

Keep the Glens Fit - one application from Suzy Scott asking for money for equipment. This was 

discussed and decided that as with previous application from another person, it would be 

better to give the money towards the hall rather than equipment. It was agreed to go back to 

Suzy Scott and discuss further. 

11. Transport 

DC advised potholes had been repaired, although SL said the snow road was still bad. BB 

advised that any issues should be reported on mypkc.gov.uk 

Road signage - MOP voiced concern over lack of signage on road between A93 and Alyth on the 

Tullymurdoch Road. Counsellor Caroline Shiers and the MOP raised the issue with the council in 

2015.   Large vehicles continue to use this road although it is clearly not suitable for long 

vehicles. MOP is asking for vehicle restriction signs to be placed on A93, also at Alyth and from 

Glen Isla so large vehicles following SatNav from outwith the area are made aware in time to 

change course. He has been repeatedly asking for this and has documented many instances 

where 18 wheeler vehicles have become stuck at the bridge, causing structural damage and 

closing the road for many hours. AP asked that MOP pass these details on to her. It was 

discussed that when the bridge was re-built it was agreed that signs would be erected but this 

has not happened. There are currently 2 outstanding insurance claims involving damage to 

property and the bridge itself. It was discussed that farm vehicles manage to use the bridge but 

the large 18 wheelers are getting stuck. These vehicles are from outwith the area and don't 



know the road and are following GPS. 

It was discussed that signs had been in place before the previous bridge collapsed. MOP has 

written formal letters of complaint and Willie Young had replied stating that signs couldn't be 

erected as there was no traffic restriction order in place. BN felt surely a precedent had been 

set with the previous signage.  

DC mentioned that wood lorries using the road would need signs at Easter Bleaton wood. 

DC mentioned that in the past when a driver became stuck on the bridge, police forced him to 

offload and cross the bridge unloaded. 

AP advised MOP to call the company number on the side of any unsuitable vehicle having 

problems at this area. 

There was some discussion over who owns the dyke running up the roadside. 

12. MBCT Report 

The AGM was held on the 30th October.  As well as the normal AGM, there were 2 

presentations – the possibility of obtaining Dalrulzion Forest for the Community under the 

Community Asset Transfer system, and the Rattray and Blairgowrie Timebank Project. 

JM also announced that the Snowgate Camera is up and running for the winter. 

If any information is needed from the Trust, please contact John Manning. 

13. Counsellor’s Report 

BB advised the road repairs finished underspent and so further work was carried out. 

BB has received a letter from the post office regarding consultation on the possibility of a post 

office in Kirkmichael. He will forward the details to AP. 

There was discussion on Straloch School. It was advised it is still under council ownership, 

MBCDT has expressed an interest in it and is looking for a value. 

14. Area Reports 

SL identified some potholes which hopefully will be repaired on the A93.   

DC mentioned the damage to the bridge at Bleaton Hallett which has never been repaired. This 

could cause a danger to a child, as happened in the 50s at Easter Bleaton Bridge. 

AP advised of a scam involving counterfeit/washed stamps and made all aware to buy stamps 



from the post office.  

BB advised of another scam he had heard of where homes are contacted allegedly by BT 

Openreach saying they need to change router settings and asking customers to log on to 

computers allowing them to hack your accounts. 

BN asked why the repairs to Netherton Bridge were taking so long as the long dry summer 

would have been the ideal time to carry these out. BB advised that as the bridge is a listed 

monument, permission had to be sought from Scottish National Heritage and cement had to be 

tested. The repairs were originally planned for October but local farmers had complained and 

now the repairs are planned for May. Cherry pickers will be used instead of scaffolding. If the 

bridge decays further in the meantime, then this work will move forward. 

JM advised of another scam which had affected 2 of his clients, and came in the form of emails. 

These involved asking the customer to make payments in to a changed account. It was advised 

to always check up any suspicious requests such as this.  

JM showed a few books involving the local area, one of which was the Glenshee and Strathardle 

activity guide. 

AP advised she had attended a meeting last week regarding the woods at Kindrogan and 

Blackcraig and planned felling. She advised that trees at Crow Hill were about to be felled. 

Access will be from the road behind Bridge of Cally Hotel. 

15. AOB 

BN noted that council was still short 1 member. AP said she had 2 applications at present. 

16. Date of next meeting 

Tuesday 26th February 7pm at Bridge of Cally Village Hall 

AGM followed by normal meeting on Tuesday 28th May 7pm at Kirkmichael Village Hall 

 


