
Minutes of the Meeting of Mount Blair Community Council  

Held at Kirkmichael Village Hall 

28th May 2019 

 

Present 

 

Colin Murdoch (Chair), Alison Petrie (Treasurer and Secretary), John Manning, Donald 

Cameron, Bernard Noonan and Sandy Lindsay 

 

Cllr Caroline Shiers & Cllr Bob Brawn 

 

25 members of the Public 

 

1. The Minutes of the February Meeting were proposed by Bernard Noonan and Seconded by 

John Manning. 

2. Matters Arising 

The trees at Ballintuim Caravan Park have been replanted lower down the hill, as promised 

to replace the Mature Beech Trees.  The situation will continue to be monitored. 

The Septic Tank at Ballintuim Caravan Park is due to be investigated by SEPA or Scottish 

Water.  Cllr Brawn is following this issue up.  There have been worries about the smell and 

the possibility of overflow going into the river. 

All other items are covered elsewhere in the Agenda 

3. Report of the Chair – nothing to report that was not already covered elsewhere. 

4. Report of the Secretary – AP asks that more people put themselves forward to join the 

Committee.  The entire CC stands down after the August Meeting and there are elections 

later in the Autumn. 

5. Report of the Treasurer    

 

The Treasurer’s Account stood at £442 on the 31st March 2019.  The Treasurer will submit 

the Audited Accounts to Perth and Kinross Council for their records and for the annual 

financial top up. 

 

The Drumderg Microgrant Account stood at £577.08 on 23rd May 2019.   The CC had given 

grants to  

Kirkmichael Village School to cover the shortfall in the funding for their Skiing lessons – 

£500.  Drumderg were contacted to check that this was an acceptable application. 

Glenshee and Strathardle Tourist Association for the webcam at the Spittal of Glenshee 

£200. 

Kirkmichael Shop were given £250 towards their cooker. 

Bridge of Cally Village Hall to cover the rent for Keep the Glens Fit £300. 

 

6. Visit by Paul Schofield of Galbraith Group and David Cousins of EuroForest to discuss the 

Proposed Timber Harvesting at Balnakeilly Farm 

  

Mr Schofield outlined the plans for the timber felling.  It is a once only operations, as the 

Estate plans to replant with native species. 

 



The Access to and from the felling is over Kirkmichael Bridge, past the school, and along the 

un-metalled track which runs parallel to the river and the A924.  

 

Mr Schofield was keen to make contact with all the houses on the route, and the school.   

Harvesting will take place in November and December 2019.  There will be over 100 lorries 

over the 2 – 3 months.  They are using a local contractor, Sandy Morton from Balbeggie.  

There would be no contractors before 7 am and no contractors for the hour around school 

pick up and drop off. It is anticipated that there would be 10 loads a day. 

 

Mr Schofield  (Paul.scofield@galbraithgroup.com) and Mr Cousins 

(David.cousins@euroforest.co.uk) are happy to take any questions. 

 

Interested parties were in the room, and there was some useful discussion and questions 

asked.  The main worries were safety, disruption, damage to the private road, and speeding 

lorries. 

 

Information was handed out to interested parties and it was planned that the information 

be made available on the News Group. 

 

Mr Schofield and Mr Cousins were thanked for making the effort to consult the Community 

via the Community Council. 

 

7. Police and Fire Service – sadly no one was able to attend from either group 

8. Broadband – there has been little action or improvement in the service in the area 

9. Planning Applications -  One planning Application brought up by BN.  The application was 

for 2 Static Caravans and associated work above and behind the Strathardle Inn.   None of 

the committee had any views. 

AP reported that she had received an email from Abo Wind, confirming that they were not 

able to pursue the project at GreenBurn Wind Farm on the Blackwater.  She advised 

interested parties not to be complacent because it did not mean that another developer 

would not restart the project with bigger turbines in order to be able to make the project 

viable. 

 

AP also reported that Dulater Hill between Dunkeld and Blairgowrie had been turned down 

by the Scottish Government. 

 

10. Drumderg Micro Grant Applications 

Morag Houston had applied on behalf of the Glenshee and Mount Blair Christmas Party 

Fund. It is an annual event for the benefit of the elderly and the young of the area.  No 

Objections. 

Liz Crichton was asking for money for a pilgrimage from Ballintuim Church to Kirkmichael – a 

non-religious Social Event Walk.  Liz had been asked to attend the meeting, but had been 

unable to attend. It was mentioned that Drumderg Main and Microgrants cannot be given to 

support religious events. No decision was given about this project at this meeting. 

 

11. Transport and Roads -  The A93 planned for closure 9th June for a fortnight.  Look at 

newgroup for updates on road closures. 
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12. Mount Blair Community Development Trust 
 

 Community Woodland:  Forestry Commission Scotland (FSC) has put Dalrulzion Forest up 

for sale. MBCDT has expressed an interest and Miles Goodman is the director dealing 

with this. After initial meetings with FSC and others the project is being energetically 

pursued. At the moment trying to find the right model of how to bring Dalrulzion into 

community ownership and work on this is ongoing, leading to Stage 1 application to 

Scottish Land Fund that will hopefully help fund the business and commercial plans. The 

Community will be asked for opinions and ideas of what best to do with the forest - as 

the trust should take the lead from what the community actually wants rather than us 

imposing ideas. 

 The annual charity shop was held second week in May and made about £1,077. 

 Archive Project: material continues to be put up in the Display Cabinet in Kirkmichael 

which is changed regularly. Pat Townsend continues to put more material onto the 

archive website www.mountblairarchive.org or enquiries can be made to the 

archivist@mountblairarchive.org..   

 Straloch school; helpful indications have come from PKC for this and Funding is been 

explored for the next stage towards purchase. There has been information put out on 

 he Newsgroup to seek public support and interest: those wishing to make their 

views know or who wish to help please contact admin@mbcdt.co.uk    

 Telephone Box Libraries continue and the one in Glenshee is currently under 

consideration with the possibility of moving it to a safer site. The repair of the door to 

the Ballintuim telephone box is in hand. 

 The Mile markers will get repainted now that the weather is improving having received a 

Micro-grant towards the paint etc. 

 Kirkmichael Path Network; there is a new leaflet and map which is generally available 

and a considerable improvement on the previous guide.  

 CBOPS continues to provide a service for the supply of all types of oil fuels and has 

 saved the Community in the region of £19,000. 

 The Cateran Eco-museum is progressing under the direction of Clare Cooper and is 

 beginning to take shape with a website now active www.cateranecomuseum.co.uk  

 In conjunction with the Heat Project is a Loyalty Scheme which is being developed by 

Noeleen Chapman from their Wellmeadow Office. On 1
st

 May the scheme was launched 

and explained by Ian Videlo who is the organiser of the Loyalty schemes platform which 

is UK wide.  

 The Timebank project helped with manning the charity shop and it is hoped that it will 

 extend further to the Mount Blair area. 

 Colin Read, MBCDT administrative officer has been helping out with the community 

 bonfire; this will be a big event for later this year - the trust agreed to be the body 

through which funding would be sought. 

 Spittal of Glenshee - the loose material has been removed from the site which is all  that 

the enforcement notice could cover and numerous e-mails have been sent and 

responded to with our Councillors, the chair of CNP and the Enforcement officer for CNP 

who said he could not act due to bats! The site still resembles a war zone and is not 

secure. Hopes of the matter being resolved by a sale fade. 

 The chair, Darrel Townsend met with fellow chairs of the Alyth, Coupar Angus and 

Rattray and Blairgowrie Development Trusts. Particularly interesting to hear what 

projects are being undertaken or are already up and running in other areas. They agreed 

to have further meetings on a regular basis. 

 The Trust is still looking for people to serve as Directors on the Board. 

 

13.       Councillor’s Reports 
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Cllr Brawn reported that there will be road closures in 26th August to 8th September 

on the Balmoral Road at night from 2000 to 0600.  Appropriate diversions will be put 

in place.   

Cllr Brawn reported that there will be daytime closures between the Drimmie Road 

turning and BOC post office in September. 

Please check the News Group for further information and dates. 

Work was due to start on the Strone Bridge on 17th June for 4 weeks. 

14.   Area Reports 

 

Glenshee – reports of speeding vehicles on the Snow Road, with no regard for locals.  Speed 

cameras need to be installed.  It was recommended that people with concerns should write 

to Karen Reid, the new Chief executive at P&KDC. 

 

The Finegand Straight needs repairing 

 

MOP complained about the traffic speed on the A93 at Blackwater.  She wondered if there 

could be Community Speed Watch, and could Drumderg Main Fund help fund a scheme. 

 

Enochdu – complaints about speeding cars and the noise 

 

Ballintuim – Concerns have been raised over the Dalrulzion Forest project.  JM had raised 

this with the Directors leading the project.  Local farmers are concerned about the deer 

management of the wood, as they are getting increased numbers of deer on their grazing 

ground eating silage and grass. 

 

AP had been contacted by Jonathan Menzies about the closure of the Blackwater Activities 

Centre.  LAL who own and run it have decided that it is not a good business model and the 

property will be put on the market. 

 

AOCB 

 

Mr Lowden has been made the new head teacher of the School in Kirkmichael. 

 

Cemetery mowing – Cllr Brawn requested that any comments are sent to him. 

 

Cllr BB and Cllr CS are following up the ‘Taxi Service’ and bus service changes. 

 

Concern from several MOP about the diversions when there is a problem on the A9.  Recent 

closures have caused jams in Ballintuim 

 

Date of Next Meeting - Tuesday 27th August at Ballintuim Village Hall at 7pm 

 

The AGM will be re-held at the same meeting before the normal quarterly meeting. 

 

 


