
Mount Blair Community Council 

Minutes 

28th August 2018 7pm 

Ballintuim Village Hall 

Present: Chairperson - Colin Murdoch (CM),   

 Treasurer/Secretary - Alison Petrie (AP) 

 Bernard Noonan (BN) 

 John Manning (JM) 

 Sandy Lindsay (SL) 

 Donald Cameron (DC) 

 Councillor Bob Brawn (BB) & Councillor Caroline Shiers (CS) 

 In attendance 10 Members of Public (MOP) 

1. Welcome and Apologies. 

The meeting was opened by CM 

 Apologies: Cllr Tom McEwan 

2. Minutes from Previous Meeting: 

It was fed back that the fire service were making better use of local available resources. 

There has been no further information from PKCT regarding people markers for Cateran trail. CM 

advised that further information will follow in due course. 

PC Stewart who gave a very informative talk at the last meeting is no longer in post. 

Minutes were proposed agreed by JM and seconded by SL 

3. Chairperson’s Report: 

CM reported that Darryl Townsend had stepped down from his role on the Community Council, and 

advised that there was now a position available to be filled. Local news group and ‘Nextdoor’ app 

will circulate this information so the post can be filled for the next meeting. 

Andrew Barrie from PKCT has secured funding from the Scottish Landfill Communities Trust to 

improve the Cateran trail in the Pitcarmick area. They have £30k to replace the gates and improve 

drainage. They are about to go out to Tender. 



CM has been in touch with Cameron Maxwell (FCS local Conservator) to bring to their attention the 

trees cut down at the Ballintuim Caravan Park.  It has been felt that the entire exercise has been 

carried out badly by the Contractors and the Forestry Commission Scotland. 

There had been no consultation with the neighbours, and all correspondence took a very long time 

to be replied to, by which time the damage was done. 

Mr Maxwell is going to keep in touch with the local Community / Neighbours to ensure that the 

replanting suits them, and screens the caravan park from the glen. 

4. Secretary’s Report: 

AP – most items are covered elsewhere in the minutes  

5. Treasurer’s Report: 

The balance of the Drumderg micro grant stands at £3411.72. 

The current account stands at £659.00 

AP reported that grants had been awarded to Glenshee Ladies Group, Summer Song Serenade 

Concert in Bridge of Cally, and Paula Jenkins’ Keep Fit group to cover the rent for Kirkmichael Village 

Hall for the benefit of the community. 

6. Transport and Roads: 

It has been a busy year on our roads.  There is however more work to be done. 

The A93 between Bridge of Cally and the Dalrulzion Caravan Park at the Quarry Road Junction 

(B950). These repairs are long overdue. School buses will operate as normal.  The work will not be 

carried out at weekends or at night.  The work is due to start on the 22nd October and will last for up 

to 5 weeks. 

All the local houses will be contacted by the council with further details. 

AP reported that the stone bridge at Netherton is due to be closed on 22nd October for repairs to 

begin.  Update!!   It has been decided to do this work in the Spring (info provided from 1st Oct) 

Work is due to start on the overlay of carriageway between Bleaton Hallet and Dalvattan on the 

Tullymurdoch Road. It will be closed for 28 days.   Update!!   This work will be carried out in March / 

April.  There is still a weight limit on the Tullymurdoch Bridge. 

There is also a short carriage overlay at Eco Camps up towards Whitehouse Farm.  This work is due 

to commence on the 22nd October. 

With regards to road closures AP requested that signs are appropriately placed, and notify where 

the road is actually closed. 

Notification of Road Closures will be sent out via the News Group and Nextdoor, as well as notices 

on the village shop windows. 



CS  advised that it had been agreed to sort out winter issues with regards to roads, before they 

occur.   

Pavements and roads will be repaired. MOP commented that the road at the start of the Snow Road 

was in a terrible state of repair. It was also mentioned that the poles between Craighall and where 

the Strawberry pod sits have caused problems for years. There is a plan to move them further back. 

The stretch of road between Hatton Road and Balmoral Road will be repaired first. 

AP asked whether new housing development in Rattray would increase traffic problems?  It was 

noted that Balmoral Garage has cars parked outside and some residents have on street parking. It 

was suggested that double yellow lines be painted on one side of the road. It was advised that this 

was discussed many years ago and turned down as it was felt it would slow traffic flow. CS advised 

there had been consultation with local residents earlier in the year,  but they need to park 

somewhere. 

A number of people including AP reported being unable to attend Strathardle games due to traffic 

issues. One of the problems being that when you checked the Transport Scotland website, there 

were no options for diversions. Incidents on the A9, and at Scone led to severe congestion in the 

area with large vehicles and horse boxes stuck on rural roads unable to turn back. A huge problem 

were the coaches whose drivers don’t know the roads. It was reported that police had intended to 

stack large vehicles at Pitlochry allowing smaller vehicles to pass through but this did not work. 

It was noted that those in charge of parking at the Strathardle Gathering did a great job of directing 

traffic, and particularly mentioned for thanks were Tony Holland, Debbie Holland, and Steve Booth , 

who all helped control traffic in a bid to ease the situation.  MOP offered toilet facilities to those 

caught up. MOP advised that some drivers were getting impatient and driving on grass verges which 

were too soft. It was agreed this was bad luck, a combination of accidents, and increased traffic for 

the games, a holiday weekend and the Horse Trials at Blair Atholl. BN mentioned that police were 

informed about the games and so we should perhaps ask why there was not an appropriate 

response. It was mentioned that in previous years there have been traffic cones in Kirkmichael 

during the games but this is no longer the case due to the residents’ cars. 

UPDATE!!   A traffic inspector is investigating the entire situation in north Perthshire on the day in 

question. 

MOP mentioned that since the start of the school term, the bus has been full in the afternoons with 

standing room only, whereas the bus supplied on a Saturday is bigger when there are hardly any 

passengers. It is known how many school children will be needing transport, therefore it should be 

simple to work out the appropriate size of bus required. It was reported that John Millar at 

Stagecoach had been approached about this and his response was that it was acceptable for a set 

number of passengers to have to stand. BN & CM asked if it was not law to wear a seatbelt. JM 

commented that every care is taken for Primary age school children, whereas once they reach 

secondary age, no care is taken at all  

 

 



7. Police Report 

There is no report from Police, but CS advised she had spoken to Sgt N. Forrester who is now 

covering our area. It was highlighted that in such a rural area, a few officers cover a huge geographic 

area. 

8.  Green Burn Windfarm  

AP had been in touch with Clark Crosbie from ABO Wind.  “At the moment we do not have a definite 

timescale for commencing the project.  We are in ongoing negotiations with manufacturers of wind 

turbines and power purchase companies to deliver the project without a government supported 

route to market. This process is taking somewhat longer than anticipated to reach a satisfactory 

conclusion, however once we have matters resolved, we will be in touch with the Community 

Councils to advise of likely construction timetables.” 

9. Broadband:   

There is currently no timescale to improve broadband to the area which is described as 

“whitespace”. We are happy to look into a project to see what will work in this area. The Scottish 

Government’s R100 project is behind schedule.  

AP will ask via newsgroup for responses locally regarding broadband speeds and connectivity. 

MOP advised that some people are able to get on existing circuits. BT have to instruct open reach, 

then they in turn give a number to be passed on to BT who will then connect you. We will try to find 

out more information on this. 

Some can get great 4g signal, but no broadband. It was noted however that 4g can be costly. In 

response to this it was noted that BT is also costly if you don’t get the service you are paying for. It 

was agreed that this needs to be talked about so we can raise awareness. If we want to attract more 

people to live/work in the area we need a functioning broadband service, as many people in rural 

communities need to work from home. It was agreed we will make a push on this in the coming 

year. BB mentioned that they have superfast broadband in Bridge of Cally. FTTP gainshare. 

AP commented that investing in broadband would perhaps be a better use of money than people 

markers on the Cateran trail. 

10. MBCDT Report: 

 
1 Archive Project: as was seen at the Gathering the extensive display of the archive being only 

a fraction of the material.  The Display Cabinet by the shop in Kirkmichael which is changed 
monthly. Due to the very bright light levels some  material has faded and so transparent UV 
film is being applied to the glass to prevent material fading. There is now a large body of 
material available on www.mountblairarchive.org or contact archivist@mountblairarchive.org 
Substantial amount of material is yet to be put on the archive photographs, documents and 
oral material.  Pat Townsend continues to rationalise the existing archive. 

2 Community Woodland; Forestry Commission Scotland (FSC) has put Dalroulzian Forest up 
for Sale. MBCT has expressed an interest.  An initial meeting with FSC has  taken place 
to understand more about the woodland stock, rights and responsibilities  which would be 
associated with a purchase and to discuss the process involved in a community purchase. 

http://www.mountblairarchive.org/
mailto:archivist@mountblairarchive.org


The Trust continues to explore the opportunity it presents for the community.   It is necessary 
to demonstrate Community support and anyone who has not signed up to support the project 
please contact Colin Reed or Miles Goodman. 

3 Spittal of Glenshee Hotel site: there has been another planning application submitted by the 
owner.  MBCDT is continuing to press for a solution to this issue in the event that the 
application does not bring about a satisfactory conclusion. 

 
4 CBOPS continues to provide a service for the supply of all types of oil fuels. All the members 

of CBOPS have been contacted with proposals for carrying the project forward sustainably. 
Contact can longer be provided though the News Group for technical reasons so members 
will be contacted directly. Anyone wanting to join the group should contact Colin Reed. 

 
5 Landscape partnership; PK Countryside Trust has submitted an HLF application for funding a 

project relating to the Cateran Trail linking together the main items of interest as well as the 
restoration of the Kindrogan walled garden..  

 
6 The Heat Project has developed considerably with funding for a two year project and to 

include Blairgowrie as well as Rattray and Mount Blair. A drop in shop has been set up in 
Wellmeadow in Blairgowrie. 

7  Telephone boxes; all the red telephone boxes are now decommissioned and belong to the 
Community Council. The Trust has now converted the ones at Enochdhu, Ballintuim  and 
Blacklunans to libraries. These have been successful and have been appreciated.  

They have attracted interest from Waterstones who have provided a supply of books to 
support the existing stock. 

 The telephone box at Slochnacraig in Glenshee is being discussed but needs to be moved to 
a safer site. The Grigors at Slochnacraig have offered to  allow it to be on the triangle adjacent 
to their house and provided there is no interference with the farm access this looks as 
though it might be a possibility. 

8 Milestones: an application for a micro-grant has been lodged for materials and volunteers 
have come forward to carry out the cleaning and repainting. 

 
9 Kirkmichael Footpath network; the paths continue to be walked and there is ongoing 
 maintenance by volunteers.  
 
10 There was a Charity Shop for a week in May in Howe’s old shop which raised £1,452.21. The 

Trust has been exploring ways in which it can be financially sustainable. 
 

 

11. Area Reports: 

Planning applications were discussed – BN advised he had been granted permission to build a house.  

MOP also advised they had been granted permission to build on to an existing house. 

AP asked that if anyone had any concerns over planning applications to let council know. 

DC wanted to note again the poor state of repair of roads. The snow road has higher volumes of 

traffic than ever and potholes are damaging vehicles. 

SL was also concerned re state of the roads, and gates being left open in grounds of Spittal Hotel. JM 

advised that this has been reported to the enforcement officer and has now been passed on. The 



problems in this are were discussed again with it being noted that a major problem is divided 

authority and may involve a cost to the council. MOP asked who the owner was. It was reported that 

the owner is Brian Waller. 

Questions were asked regarding the purchase of woods as mentioned in MBCDT report. JM advised 

that the area needs to be fenced as deer are a problem, but discussions were in the early stages. The 

trust had previously been asked to purchase an area of Drimmie Wood but turned down this 

opportunity. He advised that the trust was serious in it’s plan to acquire woodland to provide 

perpetual funding as we must look at ways to resource ourselves. AP  mentioned that JM is 

experienced in this area, this is essential in terms of woodland management. JM pointed out that 

woodland was essential to our community. 

BN Verges at Laggandhu were only half done on one side of the road. This job wasn’t worth paying 

for. Speeding motorcycles are still causing problems. 

Potholes are getting worse, and the last repair lasted only 6 months. A924 needs repaired as much 

as the A93. 

As the Strathardle Games committee informed Police of the show, BN feels Police should take 

responsibility for the response to the accidents on that day. It was noted and agreed that Police in 

the area are very thinly stretched. 

AP Litter is still a huge problem, making the glens filthy. Rubbish is regularly thrown from cars whilst 

travelling through the area. 

Mentioned again the need for speed control in the area, perhaps in the form of a flashing 30mph 

sign. MOP advised that there are specific rules/regulations regarding placing of speed signs. BB 

advised that traffic calming measures would be looked at for Bridge of Cally this year, Kirkmichael 

next year, and at present there are no plans to include Ballintuim in this. MOP asked if we felt such 

measures would help, and all agreed yes they would. MOP advised that tractors and lorries are as 

bad as cars for speeding, and in particular the Brakes Catering van speeds through the village 

regularly and sounds his horn but doesn’t slow down. CM advised to call their Head Office and 

report this. MOP advised that no one takes notice of the 30mph sign at the church, and really 

20mph is plenty for passing through the village. The many traffic calming options available were 

discussed such as those in place at Guildtown. CM asked if we could look at the cost of installing 

flashing 30mph sign and apply to Drumderg Fund.  DC advised that this was not within the remit of 

the main Drumderg fund. 

AP also brought up that resident J Wilkinson had to go out himself early one morning to fill the 

potholes outside his home. 

Micro Grants: 

Milestones- There are 5 cast Iron milestones which are rusted and in need of attention. Volunteers 

have come forward to clean and paint. Funding was requested for brushes and paint. It was noted 

that some of the markers were missing due to roads changing course, and it was agreed it was 

important to maintain these. JM had found a milepost society, and all these markers are shown on 

early ordnance survey maps.  This grant has been successful. 



The Strathardle Cubs successfully applied for a grant to take the cubs to the Enchanted Forest. 

Session House in Kirkmichael would like to install a stairlift for less able visitors, and have asked if 

they can apply to us. It was agreed this was a well used facility and we would welcome the 

application. It was asked if they had applied also to Drumderg, which they have. 

Strathardle Beavers successfully applied to cover the cost of an outing to Blairgowrie Players Panto 

in the town Hall. 

Keep the Glens Fit- Applied for funding for advertising to replace existing equipment. It was 

suggested to approach Drumderg, but to also charge a fee. The question arose whether it was 

allowed for funding to be used for advertising. It was agreed to check what they had received from 

Drumderg. MOP advised that it has been very good but perhaps should be more self sustaining. CM 

asked if advertising via newsgroup and word of mouth might be better. There were questions 

regarding who was the advertising aimed at? And where was the initiative based? CM reminded all 

present that we only have £3k, and we are already looking to give out a lot. There was discussion on 

how many keep fit groups are running in the Glen, and it was suggested we ask for more information 

before making a decision.  

AP reminded all that in past years there never was any discussion as to how funds were distributed. 

JM agreed that the council as a whole is responsible so consultation is required. It was agreed that 

those applying should be made aware that the council need as much information as possible and 

time to discuss the proposal before a decision can be made.   MOP advised that we can check the 

Memorandum of Understanding which is clear that £500 can be given to constituted or non 

constituted groups, and justification should be given for refusal. 

12. Councillors Report: 

RB advised that the repairs to Netherton Bridge will take 3 weeks, and scaffolding will be in place. 

See previous update 

Moving roadworks on A93 will commence 22nd October 

CS   Asked if the council were aware of Action Partnerships which had been set up. These cover 3 

wards Carse, Strathmore, and Blair. People vote for local projects to receive funding. CS will 

nominate Mount Blair. Councillors are looking for a young person to come with them to celebrate 

Young Persons in Perth. They are looking for worthy youngsters and are looking for nominations. 

Rural Events funding- Available to encourage people that stay in the area, contribute to the area, eg 

Blairgowrie players perhaps taking a show around village halls. 

Blairgowrie Recreation Centre- Council has been asked to send a representative to the meeting so 

our voices can be heard. CM and AP will attend. 

13. A.O.B      Nothing further to discuss. 

14. Date of next meeting:     Will be 27th November at 7pm at Blackwater Village Hall. 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm 


